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Examines how Black girls and women negotiate and resist dominant stereotypes in the context of an
Afrocentric youth organization for at-risk girlsin the Bay Area.

Imagining Black Womanhood illuminates the experiences of the women and girls of the Girls Empowerment
Project, an Afrocentric, womanist, single sex after-school program located in one of the Bay Area' s largest
and most impoverished housing developments. Stephanie Sears carefully examines the stakes of the complex
negotiations of Black womanhood for both the girls served by the project and for the women who staffed it.
Rather than a multigenerational alliance committed to women’s and girls' empowerment, the women and
girls often appeared to struggle against each other, with the girls' “politics of respect” often in conflict with
the staff’ s “politics of respectability,” a conflict especially highlighted in the public contexts of dance
performances. This ground-breaking case study offers significant insights into practices of resistance,
identity work, youth empowerment, cultural politics and organizational power.

“In this sophisticated, engaging ethnography, Sears ... offers atheoretically sharp analysis of the power
dynamics across generations and social classes among black women, highlighting how the cultural
representation of ‘urban girl” at risk for pregnancy and poverty legitimates formal control over black girls
bodies and sexualities ... Skillfully drawing out the issues of power and resistance, cultural and
organizational demands, and generational change, Sears offers a superb look at sexual politicsin an
intersectional race/gender context ... Highly recommended.” — CHOICE

“This book makes an important contribution by focusing on girls of color and an organization devoted to
girls of color, exposing the complexities and contradictions that mark the way power, race, and gender
become operationalized in practice. Well written and with rich quotes, it's awonderful read.” — Mary P.
Sheridan, author of Girls, Feminism, and Grassroots Literacies: Activism in the GirlZone

Stephanie D. Searsis Associate Professor of Sociology at the University of San Francisco.
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From reader reviews:
Russell Bussey:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
thiskind of aren't like that. This Imagining Black Womanhood: The Negotiation of Power and Identity
within the Girls Empowerment Project book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style.

Y ou will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of Imagining Black Womanhood: The Negotiation of
Power and Identity within the Girls Empowerment Project content conveys thinking easily to understand by
lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different asit. So, do
you nonetheless thinking Imagining Black Womanhood: The Negotiation of Power and Identity within the
Girls Empowerment Project is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Michael Bennett:

This book untitled Imagining Black Womanhood: The Negotiation of Power and Identity within the Girls
Empowerment Project to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you
read this guide you can get alot of benefit into it. Y ou will easily to buy this particular book in the book
retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your
account to past this guide from your list.

Winnie L ogan:

The guide untitled Imagining Black Womanhood: The Negotiation of Power and Identity within the Girls
Empowerment Project is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the guide
content that will be shown to a person. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily
to understand. The article author was did alot of research when write the book, hence the information that
they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. Y ou a so can get the e-book of Imagining Black
Womanhood: The Negotiation of Power and Identity within the Girls Empowerment Project from the
publisher to make you far more enjoy freetime.

Gene Baker:

A lot of people aways spent al their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Do you redlize? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing video
games al day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read any book. It is
really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to reading ae-
book. The book Imagining Black Womanhood: The Negotiation of Power and Identity within the Girls
Empowerment Project it is extremely good to read. There are alot of individuals who recommended this
book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver



this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mQOore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The
priceisnot very costly but this book offers high quality.
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