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What does it mean to be a Brahmin, and what could it mean to become one? Over the years, intellectuals and
dogmatists have offered plenty of answers to the first question, but the latter presents a cultural puzzle, since
normative Brahminical ideology deems it impossible for an ordinary individual to change caste without first
undergoing death and rebirth. There is, however, one notable figure in the Hindu mythological tradition who
is said to have transformed himself from a king into a Brahmin by amassing great ascetic power, or tapas: the
ornery sage Visvamitra. Through texts composed in Sanskrit and vernacular languages, oral performances,
and visual media, Crossing the Lines of Caste examines the rich mosaic of legends about Visvamitra found
across the Hindu mythological tradition. It offers a comprehensive historical analysis of how the storyworlds
conjured up through these various tellings have served to adapt, upgrade, and reinforce the social identity of
real-world Brahmin communities, from the ancient Vedic past up to the hypermodern present. Using a
performance-centered approach to situate the production of the Visvamitra legends within specific historical
contexts, Crossing the Lines of Caste reveals how and why mythological culture has played an active,
dialogical role in the construction of Brahmin social power over the last three thousand years.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Benson:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Crossing the Lines of Caste: Visvamitra and the Construction of Brahmin Power in
Hindu Mythology book is readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info
here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer connected with Crossing the Lines of Caste: Visvamitra and the Construction of
Brahmin Power in Hindu Mythology content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking
Crossing the Lines of Caste: Visvamitra and the Construction of Brahmin Power in Hindu Mythology is not
loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Alejandro Koenig:

This book untitled Crossing the Lines of Caste: Visvamitra and the Construction of Brahmin Power in Hindu
Mythology to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve
you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can
order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this
book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from
your list.

Donald Mobley:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled Crossing the Lines of Caste: Visvamitra and the
Construction of Brahmin Power in Hindu Mythology can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best
activity to you.

Joel Kiser:

This Crossing the Lines of Caste: Visvamitra and the Construction of Brahmin Power in Hindu Mythology is
new way for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info.
Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in
reading this Crossing the Lines of Caste: Visvamitra and the Construction of Brahmin Power in Hindu
Mythology can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this book is easy to get by
anyone. These books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form.



People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you
cannot find any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to
knowledge.
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