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After the Civil War, Congress required ten former Confederate states to rewrite their constitutions before
they could be readmitted to the Union. An electorate composed of newly enfranchised former slaves, native
southern whites (minus significant numbers of disenfranchised former Confederate officials), and a small
contingent of "carpetbaggers," or outside whites, sent delegates to ten constitutional conventions.
Derogatorily labeled "black and tan" by their detractors, these assemblies wrote constitutions and submitted
them to Congress and to the voters in their respective states for approval. Blacks, Carpetbaggers, and
Scalawags offers a quantitative study of these decisive but little-understood assemblies -- the first elected
bodies in the United States to include a significant number of blacks.

Richard L. Hume and Jerry B. Gough scoured manuscript census returns to determine the age, occupation,
property holdings, literacy, and slaveholdings of 839 of the conventions' 1,018 delegates. Carefully
analyzing convention voting records on certain issues -- including race, suffrage, and government structure --
they correlate delegates' voting patterns with their racial and socioeconomic status. The authors then assign a
"Republican support score" to each delegate who voted often enough to count, establishing the degree to
which each delegate adhered to the Republican leaders' program at his convention. Using these scores, they
divide the delegates into three groups -- radicals, swing voters, and conservatives -- and incorporate their
quantitative findings into the narrative histories of each convention, providing, for the first time, a detailed
analysis of these long-overlooked assemblies.

Hume and Gough's comprehensive study offers an objective look at the accomplishments and shortcomings
of the conventions and humanizes the delegates who have until now been understood largely as stereotypes.
Blacks, Carpetbaggers, and Scalawags provides an essential reference guide for anyone seeking a better
understanding of the Reconstruction era.
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From reader reviews:

Byron Jorgensen:

This book untitled Blacks, Carpetbaggers, and Scalawags: The Constitutional Conventions of Radical
Reconstruction to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this
reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can
order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this
book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this
e-book from your list.

Virginia McNally:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare
time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
is usually Blacks, Carpetbaggers, and Scalawags: The Constitutional Conventions of Radical Reconstruction.

Heather Robertson:

This Blacks, Carpetbaggers, and Scalawags: The Constitutional Conventions of Radical Reconstruction is
fresh way for you who has attention to look for some information because it relief your hunger of
information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small
amount of digest in reading this Blacks, Carpetbaggers, and Scalawags: The Constitutional Conventions of
Radical Reconstruction can be the light food for you because the information inside this specific book is easy
to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in
the e-book application form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for
your better life and also knowledge.

Elizabeth McNeal:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Blacks, Carpetbaggers, and Scalawags: The
Constitutional Conventions of Radical Reconstruction to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading talent is developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see
it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to
like to available a book and study it. Beside that the reserve Blacks, Carpetbaggers, and Scalawags: The
Constitutional Conventions of Radical Reconstruction can to be your new friend when you're experience



alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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