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In the aftermath of World War II, as longstanding empires collapsed and former colonies struggled for
independence, the United States employed new diplomatic tools to counter unprecedented challenges to its
interests across the globe. Among the most important new foreign policy strategies was development
assistance -- the attempt to strengthen alliances by providing technology, financial aid, and administrators to
fledgling states in order to disseminate and inculcate American values and practices in local populations.
While the US implemented development programs in several nations, nowhere were these policies more
significant than in Vietnam.

In Aid Under Fire, Jessica Elkind examines US nation-building efforts in the fledgling South Vietnamese
state during the decade preceding the full-scale ground war. Based on American and Vietnamese archival
sources as well as on interviews with numerous aid workers, this study vividly demonstrates how civilians
from the official US aid agency as well as several nongovernmental organizations implemented nearly every
component of nonmilitary assistance given to South Vietnam during this period, including public and police
administration, agricultural development, education, and public health. However, despite the sincerity of
American efforts, most Vietnamese citizens understood US-sponsored programs to be little more than a
continuation of previous attempts by foreign powers to dominate their homeland.

Elkind convincingly argues that, instead of reexamining their core assumptions or altering their approach as
the violence in the region escalated, US policymakers and aid workers only strengthened their commitment
to nation building, increasingly modifying their development goals to support counterinsurgency efforts. Aid
Under Fire highlights the important role played by nonstate actors in advancing US policies and reveals in
stark terms the limits of American power and influence during the period widely considered to be the apex of
US supremacy in the world.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Garcia:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Aid Under Fire: Nation Building and the
Vietnam War (Studies in Conflict, Diplomacy, and Peace). You can choose the best book if you like reading
a book. Providing we know about how is important a book Aid Under Fire: Nation Building and the Vietnam
War (Studies in Conflict, Diplomacy, and Peace). You can add understanding and of course you can around
the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful
thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is
called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Curtis Tyson:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your own
personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the book untitled Aid Under Fire: Nation Building and the Vietnam War (Studies in
Conflict, Diplomacy, and Peace) can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Terry Brown:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Aid Under Fire: Nation Building
and the Vietnam War (Studies in Conflict, Diplomacy, and Peace) which is having the e-book version. So ,
try out this book? Let's view.

David Johnston:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You
can choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching
from it. It is known as of book Aid Under Fire: Nation Building and the Vietnam War (Studies in Conflict,
Diplomacy, and Peace). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may add
your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-
book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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