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An award–winning writer traces the life of the father of iconic Civil Rights martyr Emmett Till—a man who
was executed by the Army ten years before Emmett’s murder. An evocative and personal exploration of
individual and collective memory in America by one of the most formidable Black intellectuals of our time.

In 1955, Emmett Till, aged fourteen, traveled from his home in Chicago to visit family in Mississippi.
Several weeks later he returned, dead; allegedly he whistled at a white woman. His mother, Mamie, wanted
the world to see what had been done to her son. She chose to leave his casket open. Images of her brutalized
boy were published widely. While Emmett’s story is known, there’s a dark side note that’s rarely mentioned.
Ten years earlier, Emmett’s father was executed by the Army for rape and murder.

In Writing to Save a Life, John Edgar Wideman searches for Louis Till, a silent victim of American injustice.
Wideman's personal interaction with the story began when he learned of Emmett’s murder in 1955;
Wideman was also fourteen years old. After reading decades later about Louis’s execution, he couldn’t
escape the twin tragedies of father and son, and tells their stories together for the first time. Author of the
award-winning Brothers and Keepers, Wideman brings extraordinary insight and a haunting intimacy to this
devastating story.

An amalgam of research, memoir, and imagination, Writing to Save a Life is completely original in its
delivery—an engaging and enlightening conversation between generations, the living and the dead, fathers
and sons. Wideman turns seventy-five this year, and he brings the force of his substantial intellect and
experience to this beautiful, stirring book, his first nonfiction in fifteen years.
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From reader reviews:

Princess Bequette:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Writing to Save a Life: The
Louis Till File book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.

Carl Kile:

This book untitled Writing to Save a Life: The Louis Till File to be one of several books that best seller in
this year, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily
to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Jason Wahl:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One
of them is this Writing to Save a Life: The Louis Till File.

Ernestine Biggs:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Writing to Save a Life: The Louis Till
File to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing when
you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about
book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to available a book and read it.
Beside that the book Writing to Save a Life: The Louis Till File can to be your brand new friend when you're
sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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