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Theodor W. Adorno and Jnrgen Habermas both champion the goal of a rational society. However, they differ
significantly about what this society should look like and how best to achieve it. Exploring the premises
shared by both critical theorists, along with their profound disagreements about social conditions today, this
book defends Adorno against Habermas' influential criticisms of his account of Western society and
prospects for achieving reasonable conditions of human life. The book begins with an overview of these
critical theories of Western society. Both Adorno and Habermas follow Georg Lukacs when they argue that
domination consists in the reifying extension of a calculating, rationalizing form of thought to all areas of
human life. Their views about reification are discussed in the second chapter. In chapter three the author
explores their conflicting accounts of the historical emergence and development of the type of rationality
now prevalent in the West. Since Adorno and Habermas claim to have a critical purchase on reified social
life, the critical leverage of their theories is assessed in chapter four. The final chapter deals with their
opposing views about what a rational society would look like, as well as their claims about the prospects for
establishing such a society. Adorno, Habermas and the Search for a Rational Society will be essential
reading for students and researchers of critical theory, political theory and the work of Adorno and
Habermas.
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From reader reviews:

Bill Underhill:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high.
For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Adorno, Habermas and the Search for
a Rational Society (Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought) book as beginner and daily reading e-
book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Theresa Wilkins:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Adorno, Habermas and the
Search for a Rational Society (Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought) book as this book offers
you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt
in it you probably know this.

Rose Duprey:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Adorno, Habermas and the Search for a Rational Society (Routledge Studies in Social and Political
Thought) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe
unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become
one application form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The Adorno,
Habermas and the Search for a Rational Society (Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought) giving
you another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life
within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased
when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling
out spare time activity?

Tania Hansen:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Adorno, Habermas and the Search for a
Rational Society (Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought) can be the reply, oh how comes? A
book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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