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This innovative history of California opens up new vistas on the interrelationship among culture, nature, and
society by focusing on the state's signature export—the orange. From the 1870s onward, California oranges
were packaged in crates bearing colorful images of an Edenic landscape. This book demystifies those lush
images, revealing the orange as a manufactured product of the state's orange industry. Orange Empire brings
together for the first time the full story of the orange industry—how growers, scientists, and workers
transformed the natural and social landscape of California, turning it into a factory for the production of
millions of oranges. That industry put up billboards in cities across the nation and placed enticing pictures of
sun-kissed fruits into nearly every American's home. It convinced Americans that oranges could be
consumed as embodiments of pure nature and talismans of good health. But, as this book shows, the tables
were turned during the Great Depression when Upton Sinclair, Carey McWilliams, Dorothea Lange, and
John Steinbeck made the Orange Empire into a symbol of what was wrong with America's relationship to
nature.
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From reader reviews:

Dorcas Starling:

The book Orange Empire: California and the Fruits of Eden gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book Orange
Empire: California and the Fruits of Eden to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add
your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are able to know
everything if you like available and read a reserve Orange Empire: California and the Fruits of Eden. Kinds
of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you
think about this guide?

Susan Arnold:

Typically the book Orange Empire: California and the Fruits of Eden has a lot info on it. So when you check
out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. The author
makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after scanning this book.

Dustin Kellett:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be
read. Orange Empire: California and the Fruits of Eden can be your answer mainly because it can be read by
you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Lynn Groff:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Orange Empire: California and the Fruits of Eden can make
you feel more interested to read.
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