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Like two roosters in afighting arena, Haiti and the Dominican Republic are encircled by barriers of
geography and poverty. They co-inhabit the Caribbean island of Hispaniola, but their histories are as deeply
divided astheir cultures: one French-speaking and black, one Spanish-speaking and mulatto. Y et, despite
their antagonism, the two countries share a national symbol in the rooster--and a fundamental activity and
favorite sport in the cockfight. In this book, Michele Wucker asks: "If the symbols that dominate a culture
accurately express a nation's character, what kind of a country draws so heavily on images of cockfighting
and roosters, birds bred to be aggressive? What does it mean when not one but two countries that are
neighbors choose these symbols? Why do the cocks fight, and why do humans watch and glorify them?"

Wucker studies the cockfight ritual in considerable detail, focusing as much on the customs and histories of
these two nations as on their contemporary lifestyles and politics. Her well-cited and comprehensive volume
also explores the relations of each nation toward the United States, which twice invaded both Haiti (in 1915
and 1994) and the Dominican Republic (in 1916 and 1965) during the twentieth century. Just as the owners
of gamecocks contrive battles between their birds as away of playing out human conflicts, Wucker argues,
Haitian and Dominican leaders often stir up nationalist disputes and exaggerate their cultural and racial
differences as away of deflecting other kinds of turmoil. Thus Why the Cocks Fight highlights the factorsin
Caribbean history that still affect Hispaniolatoday, including the often contradictory policies of the U.S.
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From reader reviews:
OdisHillyard:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actua crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for awhileis
reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Why the Cocks Fight:
Dominicans, Haitians, and the Struggle for Hispaniola book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Lien Fugate:

The event that you get from Why the Cocks Fight: Dominicans, Haitians, and the Struggle for Hispaniolaisa
more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Why the Cocks Fight: Dominicans, Haitians, and the
Struggle for Hispaniola giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their pointin a
number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of thisreserveis
well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy
to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
Why the Cocks Fight: Dominicans, Haitians, and the Struggle for Hispaniolainstantly.

James Well:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or al their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the book untitled Why the Cocks Fight: Dominicans, Haitians, and the
Struggle for Hispaniola can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Margaret Holt:

Y ou can spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Why the Cocks Fight: Dominicans,
Haitians, and the Struggle for Hispaniolais simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach,
train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. So there are
alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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