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Also known as Au Bonheur des Dames; The Ladies' Delight or The Ladies' Paradise; is the eleventh novel in
the Rougon-Macquart series by Émile Zola. The novel is set in the world of the department store, an
innovative development in mid-nineteenth century retail sales. Zola models his store after Le Bon Marché,
which consolidated under one roof many of the goods hitherto sold in separate shops. In Au Bonheur des
Dames, the store is a symbol of capitalism, the modern city and the bourgeois family. It is emblematic of
changes in consumer culture, sexual attitudes and class relations taking place at the end of the century. The
novel tells the story of Denise Baudu, a 20-year-old woman from Valognes who comes to Paris with her
brothers and begins working at the department store Au Bonheur des Dames as a saleswoman. Zola describes
the inner workings of the store from the employees' perspective, including the 13-hour workdays, the
substandard food and the bare lodgings (for the female staff). Many of the conflicts in the novel spring from
the struggles for advancement and the malicious infighting and gossip among the staff.

Au Bonheur des Dames is a sequel to "Pot-Bouille". Like its predecessor, Au Bonheur des Dames focuses on
Octave Mouret (b. 1840), who at the end of the previous novel married Caroline Hédouin, the owner of a
small silk shop. Now a widower, Octave has expanded the business into an international retail powerhouse
occupying (at the beginning of the book) most of an entire city block.

Au Bonheur des Dames has been made into a number of films, television series and plays.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Cuellar:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book called The
Ladies' Paradise (Vizetelly Translation, Unabridged)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree
with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Wayne Millican:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the information about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their expertise in writing,
they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this The Ladies' Paradise
(Vizetelly Translation, Unabridged).

Cathleen Read:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time to be go
through. The Ladies' Paradise (Vizetelly Translation, Unabridged) can be your answer mainly because it can
be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Amy Smith:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You can view that
now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to you
personally is The Ladies' Paradise (Vizetelly Translation, Unabridged) this e-book consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.
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