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The American urban scene, and in particular New York's, has given us a rich cultural legacy of slang words
and phrases, a bonanza of popular speech. Hot dog, rush hour, butter-and-egg man, gold digger, shyster,
buttinsky, smart aleck, sidewalk superintendent, yellow journalism, breadline, straphanger, tar beach, the
Tenderloin, the Great White Way, to do a Brodie--these are just a few of the hundreds of popular words and
phrases that were born or took on new meaning in the streets of New York.
In The City in Slang, Irving Lewis Allen traces this flowering of popular expressions that accompanied the
emergence of the New York metropolis from the early nineteenth century down to the present. This unique
account of the cultural and social history of America's greatest city provides in effect a lexicon of popular
speech about city life. With many stories Allen shows how this vocabulary arose from city streets, often
interplaying with vaudeville, radio, movies, comics, and the popular songs of Tin Pan Alley.
Some terms of great pertinence to city people today have unexpectedly old pedigrees. Rush hour was coined
by 1890, for instance, and rubberneck dates to the late 1890s and became popular in New York to describe
the busloads of tourists who craned their necks to see the tall buildings and the sights of the Bowery and
Chinatown. The Big Apple itself (since 1971 the official nickname of New York) appeared in the 1920s,
though first in reference to the city's top racetracks and to Broadway bookings as pinnacles of professional
endeavor. Allen also tells fascinating stories behind once-popular slang that is no longer in use. Spielers, for
example, were the little girls in tenement districts who danced ecstatically on the sidewalks to the music of
the hurdy-gurdy men and, when they were old enough, frequented the dance halls of the Lower East Side.
Following the trail of these words and phrases into the city's East Side, West Side, and all around the town,
from Harlem to Wall Street, and into the haunts of its high and low life, The City in Slang is a fascinating
look at the rich cultural heritage of language about city life.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Fletcher:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled The City in Slang: New York Life and Popular Speech.
Try to face the book The City in Slang: New York Life and Popular Speech as your close friend. It means
that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you
can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Lynn Jordan:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The City in Slang: New York Life and
Popular Speech. All type of book could you see on many options. You can look for the internet resources or
other social media.

Kent Walker:

Typically the book The City in Slang: New York Life and Popular Speech has a lot info on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after reading this book.

Kerry Giles:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in the
top listing in your reading list is usually The City in Slang: New York Life and Popular Speech. This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up
and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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