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“All art and the love of art,” Victor Brombert writes at the beginning of the deeply personal Musings on
Mortality, “allow us to negate our nothingness.” As a young man returning from World War II, Brombert
came to understand this truth as he immersed himself in literature. Death can be found everywhere in
literature, he saw, but literature itself is on the side of life. With delicacy and penetrating insight, Brombert
traces the theme of mortality in the work of a group of authors who wrote during the past century and a half,
teasing out and comparing their views of death as they emerged from vastly different cultural contexts.

Leo Tolstoy, Thomas Mann, Franz Kafka, Virginia Woolf, Albert Camus, Giorgio Bassani, J. M. Coetzee,
and Primo Levi—these are the writers whose works Brombert plumbs, illuminating their views on the
meaning of life and the human condition. But there is more to their work, he shows, than a pervasive interest
in mortality: they wrote not only of physical death but also of the threat of moral and spiritual death—and as
the twentieth century progressed, they increasingly reflected on the traumatic events of their times and the
growing sense of a collective historical tragedy. He probes the individual struggle with death, for example,
through Tolstoy’s Ivan Ilych and Mann’s Aschenbach, while he explores the destruction of whole
civilizations in Bassani, Camus, and Primo Levi. For Kafka and Woolf, writing seems to hold the promise of
salvation, though that promise is seen as ambiguous and even deceptive, while Coetzee, writing about
violence and apartheid South Africa, is deeply concerned with a sense of disgrace. Throughout the book,
Brombert roots these writers’ reflections in philosophical meditations on mortality. Ultimately, he reveals
that by understanding how these authors wrote about mortality, we can grasp the full scope of their literary
achievement and vision.

Drawing deeply from the well of Brombert’s own experience, Musings on Mortality is more than mere
literary criticism: it is a moving and elegant book for all to learn and live by.
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From reader reviews:

Fred Dean:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question since just their
can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this Musings on Mortality: From Tolstoy to Primo Levi to read.

Sonya Ewing:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Musings on Mortality: From
Tolstoy to Primo Levi that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world far better then how they react
towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular person but
for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit,
you are able to pick Musings on Mortality: From Tolstoy to Primo Levi become your own personal starter.

Randall Rearick:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Musings on Mortality: From Tolstoy to
Primo Levi which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Bridgett Killion:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Musings on Mortality: From Tolstoy to Primo
Levi can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the
others?
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