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Nearly all of us have studied poetry and been taught to look for the symbolic as well as literal meaning of the
text. Is this the way the ancients saw poetry? In Birth of the Symbol, Peter Struck explores the ancient Greek
literary critics and theorists who invented the idea of the poetic "symbol."

The book notes that Aristotle and his followers did not discuss the use of poetic symbolism. Rather, a
different group of Greek thinkers--the allegorists--were the first to develop the notion. Struck extensively
revisits the work of the great allegorists, which has been underappreciated. He links their interest in
symbolism to the importance of divination and magic in ancient times, and he demonstrates how important
symbolism became when they thought about religion and philosophy. "They see the whole of great poetic
language as deeply figurative," he writes, "with the potential always, even in the most mundane details, to be
freighted with hidden messages."

Birth of the Symbol offers a new understanding of the role of poetry in the life of ideas in ancient Greece.
Moreover, it demonstrates a connection between the way we understand poetry and the way it was
understood by important thinkers in ancient times.
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From reader reviews:

Shelly Rodriguez:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Birth of the Symbol: Ancient Readers at the Limits of Their Texts
book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange
for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer involving Birth of the Symbol: Ancient Readers at the Limits of Their Texts content conveys
thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content
but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking Birth of the Symbol: Ancient Readers at the
Limits of Their Texts is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Leah Pelton:

The e-book with title Birth of the Symbol: Ancient Readers at the Limits of Their Texts contains a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book
exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with
new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Melanie Finnegan:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lot
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is actually Birth of the Symbol: Ancient Readers at the Limits of Their Texts.

Jill Lee:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This Birth of the Symbol: Ancient Readers at
the Limits of Their Texts can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have
thing that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to
have Birth of the Symbol: Ancient Readers at the Limits of Their Texts.
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