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Women remain dramatically underrepresented in elective office, including in entry-level political offices.
While they enjoy the freedom to stand for office and therefore have an equal legal footing with men, this
persistent gender imbalance raises pressing questions about democratic legitimacy, the inclusivity of
American politics, and the quality of political representation. The reasons for women's underrepresentation
remain the subject of much debate. One explanation--that the United States lacks sufficient openings for
political newcomers--has become less compelling in recent years, as states that have adopted term limits
have not seen the expected gains in women's office holding. Other accounts about candidate scarcity, gender
inequalities in society, and the lingering effects of gendered socialization have some merit; however, these
accounts still fail to explain the relatively low numbers.

Drawing upon original surveys conducted in 1981 and 2008 by the Center for American Women and Politics
(CAWP) of women state legislators across all fifty states, and follow-up interviews after the 2008 survey, the
authors find that gender differences in pathways to the legislatures, first evident in 1981, have been
surprisingly persistent over time. They find that, while the ambition framework better explains men's
decisions to run for office, a relationally embedded model of candidate emergence better captures women's
decision-making, with women's decisions more often influenced by the encouragement and support of
parties, organizations, and family members.

By rethinking the nature of women's representation, this study calls for a reorientation of academic research
on women's election to office and provides insight into new strategies for political practitioners concerned
about women's political equality.
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From reader reviews:

Byron Angle:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be smart in
receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this More Women Can Run: Gender and Pathways
to the State Legislatures book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this
book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Charles Collier:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually More Women Can Run: Gender and Pathways to the State
Legislatures why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Jacob Hill:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be
go through. More Women Can Run: Gender and Pathways to the State Legislatures can be your answer
because it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Vanessa Kistler:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this More Women
Can Run: Gender and Pathways to the State Legislatures.
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