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In July 1861 London newspapers excitedly reported two violent crimes, both the stuff of sensational fiction.
One involved a retired army major, his beautiful mistress and her illegitimate child, blackmail and murder. In
the other, a French nobleman was accused of trying to kill his son in order to claim the young man's
inheritance. The press covered both cases with thoroughness and enthusiasm, narrating events in a style
worthy of a popular novelist, and including lengthy passages of testimony. Not only did they report rumor as
well as what seemed to be fact, they speculated about the credibility of witnesses, assessed character, and
decided guilt. The public was enthralled.

Richard D. Altick demonstrates that these two cases, as they were presented in the British press, set the tone
for the Victorian "age of sensation." The fascination with crime, passion, and suspense has a long history, but
it was in the 1860s that this fascination became the vogue in England. Altick shows that these crimes
provided literary prototypes and authenticated extraordinary passion and incident in fiction with the "shock
of actuality." While most sensational melodramas and novels were by lesser writers, authors of the stature of
Dickens, Thackeray, George Eliot, Trollope, Hardy, and Wilkie Collins were also influenced by the spirit of
the age and incorporated sensational elements in their work.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Capps:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
a person is you don't know which you should start with. This Deadly Encounters: Two Victorian Sensations
is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want
and wish in this era.

Julia Jenkins:

The publication with title Deadly Encounters: Two Victorian Sensations posesses a lot of information that
you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the
idea anywhere you want.

Cecil Hardin:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide Deadly Encounters: Two Victorian Sensations was filled about science. Spend
your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct
feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy
to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Ruby Guillen:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching
from it. It is named of book Deadly Encounters: Two Victorian Sensations. You can include your knowledge
by it. Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is
most significant that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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