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Short fiction was an immensely popular art in the medieval and premodern Arab world, providing the perfect
vehicle for transmitting the tenets of classical Islam. Reading these texts today illuminates the wide spectrum
of early Arab life and suggests the influences and innovations that flourished so vibrantly in medieval Arab
society.
The only resource of its kind, Salma Khadra Jayyusi's Classical Arabic Stories chooses from an impressive
corpus, including excerpts from six seminal works: Ibn Tufail's novel, Hayy ibn Yaqzan; Ibn al-Muqaffa's
Kalila wa Dimna; The Misers of al-Jahiz; The Brethren of Purity's The Protest of Animals Against Man; Al-
Maqamat (The Assemblies), and the epic romance, Sayf Bin Dhi Yazan. Jayyusi organizes her anthology
thematically, beginning with a presentation of pre-Islamic tales, the stories of rulers and other notables, and
thrilling narratives of danger and warfare. She follows with tales of religion, comedy, the strange and the
supernatural, and love. Long assumed to be the lesser achievement in comparison to Arabic literature's most
celebrated genre& mdash;poetry& mdash;classical Arabic fiction, under Jayyusi's careful eye, finally
receives its proper debut, demonstrating its unparalleled contribution to the evolution of medieval literature
and its sophisticated representation of Arabic culture and life.
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From reader reviews:

Gracie Davis:

Here thing why that Classical Arabic Stories: An Anthology are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. Classical Arabic Stories: An Anthology giving you information deeper and
different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no publication that similar with Classical
Arabic Stories: An Anthology. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about
the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in
bringing the paper book maybe the form of Classical Arabic Stories: An Anthology in e-book can be your
alternate.

Linda Musselwhite:

Classical Arabic Stories: An Anthology can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend
that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place
every word into delight arrangement in writing Classical Arabic Stories: An Anthology yet doesn't forget the
main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of
it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Mariano Smith:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle
may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as
fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Classical Arabic Stories: An Anthology
why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Adam Blandford:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Classical Arabic Stories: An Anthology can
be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time
by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the
others?
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