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The Civil War is the greatest trauma ever experienced by the American nation, a four-year paroxysm of
violence that left in its wake more than 600,000 dead, more than 2 million refugees, and the destruction (in
modern dollars) of more than $700 billion in property. The war also sparked some of the most heroic
moments in American history and enshrined a galaxy of American heroes. Above all, it permanently ended
the practice of slavery and proved, in an age of resurgent monarchies, that a liberal democracy could survive
the most frightful of challenges.

In Fateful Lightning, two-time Lincoln Prize-winning historian Allen C. Guelzo offers a marvelous portrait
of the Civil War and its era, covering not only the major figures and epic battles, but also politics, religion,
gender, race, diplomacy, and technology. And unlike other surveys of the Civil War era, it extends the
reader's vista to include the postwar Reconstruction period and discusses the modern-day legacy of the Civil
War in American literature and popular culture. Guelzo also puts the conflict in a global perspective,
underscoring Americans' acute sense of the vulnerability of their republic in a world of monarchies. He
examines the strategy, the tactics, and especially the logistics of the Civil War and brings the most recent
historical thinking to bear on emancipation, the presidency and the war powers, the blockade and
international law, and the role of intellectuals, North and South.

Written by a leading authority on our nation's most searing crisis, Fateful Lightning offers a vivid and
original account of an event whose echoes continue with Americans to this day.
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From reader reviews:

Angelita Estes:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Fateful Lightning: A New History of
the Civil War and Reconstruction will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can
know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book
with you?

Adam Allen:

This Fateful Lightning: A New History of the Civil War and Reconstruction book is not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get.
That Fateful Lightning: A New History of the Civil War and Reconstruction without we know teach the one
who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry Fateful Lightning: A New
History of the Civil War and Reconstruction can bring if you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Fateful
Lightning: A New History of the Civil War and Reconstruction having great arrangement in word as well as
layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Ian Louviere:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Fateful Lightning: A New History of the Civil War and Reconstruction, you may tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
guide.

Bobbi Brunner:

This Fateful Lightning: A New History of the Civil War and Reconstruction is great guide for you because
the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can say no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only



offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having
Fateful Lightning: A New History of the Civil War and Reconstruction in your hand like obtaining the world
in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or
fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do
you still doubt which?
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