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Since Vietnam introduced economic reforms in the mid-1980s, domestic service has become an established
sector of the labour market, and domestic workers have become indispensable to urban life in the rapidly
changing country. This book analyzes the ways in which the practices and discourses of domestic service
serve to forge and contest emerging class identities in post-reform Vietnam. Drawing on a rich and diverse
range of qualitative data, including ethnographies, interviews, and narratives, it shows that such practices and
discourses are rooted in cultural notions of gender and rural-urban difference and enduring socialist
structures of feeling, which, in turn, clash with the realities of growing differentiation. Domestic workers’
experiences reveal negotiations with class boundaries actively set by the urban middle class, who seek
distinction through emerging notions and practices of domesticity. These boundaries are nevertheless riddled
with gender and class anxiety on the side of the latter, partly because of the very struggles and contestations
of the domestic workers. More broadly, Minh T. N. Nguyen links the often invisible intimate dynamics of
class formation in the domestic sphere with wider political economic processes in a post-socialist country
embarking on marketization while retaining the political control of a party-state.

As a pioneering ethnographic study of domestic service in Vietnam today, this book will be of great interest
to students and scholars of Southeast Asian culture & society, social anthropology, gender studies, human
geography and development studies.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Bates:

The actual book Vietnam's Socialist Servants: Domesticity, Class, Gender, and Identity (Asia's
Transformations) will bring someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain
the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book
Vietnam's Socialist Servants: Domesticity, Class, Gender, and Identity (Asia's Transformations) is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Linda Doyle:

You will get this Vietnam's Socialist Servants: Domesticity, Class, Gender, and Identity (Asia's
Transformations) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your
solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by
written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by
your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Ricky Bradley:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and Vietnam's Socialist Servants: Domesticity, Class,
Gender, and Identity (Asia's Transformations) as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After
you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other
case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Vietnam's Socialist Servants: Domesticity, Class, Gender,
and Identity (Asia's Transformations) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this
one.

Leah Humphries:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Vietnam's Socialist Servants: Domesticity, Class, Gender, and Identity (Asia's



Transformations) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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