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The Stone Soup Experiment is a remarkable story of cultural difference, of in-groups, out-groups, and how
quickly and strongly the lines between them are drawn. It is also a story about simulation and reality, and
how quickly the lines between them can be dismantled. In a compulsively readable account, Deborah
Downing Wilson details a ten-week project in which forty university students were split into two different
simulated cultures: the carefree Stoners, and the market-driven Traders. Through their eyes we are granted
intimate access to the very foundations of human society: how group identities are formed and what happens
when opposing ones come into contact.

           

The experience of the Stoners and Traders is a profound testament to human sociality. Even in the form of
simulation, even as a game, the participants found themselves quickly—and with real conviction—bound to
the ideologies and practices of their in-group. The Stoners enjoyed their days lounging, chatting, and making
crafts, while the Traders—through a complex market of playing cards—competed for the highest bankrolls.
When they came into contact, misunderstanding, competition, and even manipulation prevailed, to the point
that each group became so convinced of its own superiority that even after the simulation’s end the students
could not reconcile.  

           

Throughout her riveting narrative, Downing Wilson interweaves fascinating discussions on the importance of
play, emotions, and intergroup interaction in the formation and maintenance of group identities, as well as on
the dynamic social processes at work when different cultural groups interact. A fascinating account of social
experimentation, the book paints a vivid portrait of our deepest social tendencies and the powers they have
over how we make friends and enemies alike. 
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Roybal:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for us. The book The Stone Soup Experiment: Why Cultural Boundaries
Persist had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information.
It is extremely advantages for you. The publication The Stone Soup Experiment: Why Cultural Boundaries
Persist is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your friend when you really
feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with
the book The Stone Soup Experiment: Why Cultural Boundaries Persist. You never really feel lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Rosemarie Sanders:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Stone Soup Experiment:
Why Cultural Boundaries Persist is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Marissa Wegener:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Stone Soup Experiment: Why Cultural
Boundaries Persist as your daily resource information.

Joyce Hynes:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Stone Soup Experiment: Why Cultural
Boundaries Persist can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have
than the others?
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