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Dodo Classics brings you another classic from Henry James, ‘The Beast in the Jungle’.

The Beast in the Jungle is a 1903 novella by Henry James, first published as part of the collection, The Better
Sort. Almost universally considered one of James’ finest short narratives, this story treats appropriately
universal themes: loneliness, fate, love and death. The parable of John Marcher and his peculiar destiny has
spoken to many readers who have speculated on the worth and meaning of human life. John Marcher, the
protagonist, is reacquainted with May Bartram, a woman he knew ten years earlier, who remembers his odd
secret: Marcher is seized with the belief that his life is to be defined by some catastrophic or spectacular
event, lying in wait for him like a “beast in the jungle.” May decides to buy a house in London with the
money she inherited from a great aunt, and to spend her days with Marcher, curiously waiting what fate has
in store for him. Marcher is a hopeless egoist, who believes that he is precluded from marrying so that he
does not subject his wife to his “spectacular fate”.

He takes May to the theater and invites her to an occasional dinner, but does not allow her to get close to
him. As he sits idly by and allows the best years of his life to pass, he takes May down as well, until the
denouement where he learns that the great misfortune of his life was to throw it away, and to ignore the love
of a good woman, based upon his preposterous sense of foreboding.

Henry James, OM (15 April 1843 – 28 February 1916) was an American writer who spent most of his
writing career in Britain. He is regarded as one of the key figures of 19th-century literary realism. He was the
son of Henry James, Sr. and the brother of philosopher and psychologist William James and diarist Alice
James.
He is best known for a number of novels showing Americans encountering Europe and Europeans. His
method of writing from a character’s point of view allowed him to explore issues related to consciousness
and perception, and his style in later works has been compared to impressionist painting. His imaginative use
of point of view, interior monologue and unreliable narrators brought a new depth to narrative fiction.

James contributed significantly to literary criticism, particularly in his insistence that writers be allowed the
greatest possible freedom in presenting their view of the world. James claimed that a text must first and
foremost be realistic and contain a representation of life that is recognizable to its readers. Good novels, to
James, show life in action and are, most importantly, interesting.
In addition to his voluminous works of fiction he published articles and books of travel, biography,
autobiography, and criticism, and wrote plays. James alternated between America and Europe for the first
twenty years of his life; eventually he settled in England, becoming a British subject in 1915, one year before
his death. James was nominated for the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1911, 1912, and 1916.
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From reader reviews:

Andre Roberts:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The Beast in the Jungle (Henry James Collection). Try to face the book
The Beast in the Jungle (Henry James Collection) as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend
when you really feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we
should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

John Lyons:

The actual book The Beast in the Jungle (Henry James Collection) will bring you to the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see,
this book very ideal to you. The book The Beast in the Jungle (Henry James Collection) is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Larry Young:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Beast in the Jungle
(Henry James Collection) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably
better then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for
the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you can pick The Beast in the Jungle (Henry James Collection) become your
current starter.

Willie Quinones:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that filled update of
news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel
and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just trying to find the The Beast in the Jungle (Henry James Collection) when you required it?
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