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Measurement refers generally to the process of assigning a numeric value to, or ordering characteristics or
traits of, entities under study. Measurement is necessary for building and testing theory, specifying problems,
and defining goals. It is arguably one of the most important and diffcult tasks in social work research. Social
work researchers who are not expert in developing, selecting, and using measures will not be able to
contribute maximally to the social work knowledge base. Such knowledge and skills related to measurement
ultimately determines the extent to which social work research can effectively inform social policy and social
work interventions.

This book is to serve as a guide for developing, selecting, and using measures in social work research. In
particular, this book provides a detailed review of contemporary validity theory; an update on the major
issues of reliability; common errors in measurement of latent variables; and suggestions on measurement of
social networks and collectives.

An important theme of this book is the focus on the creative potential of measurement - that is, helping social
work researchers think about the wide variety of ways that social work concepts can be measured. Reflecting
on these differences raises questions about underlying assumptions that in turn inspires creative theoretical
insights. Rather than seeing measurement as simply a task to be completed in the research process, we will
encourage the reader to think creatively about measurement and theory.

This book also addresses the interdependency of measurement and theory construction. In other words, this
book covers how measurement and theory are connected in two different ways. First, every measure has its
own working theory that relates the measure to the concept being measured. Second, theory construction is
dependent on measurement. What we learn using a given measure could be different if a concept was
measured in a different way.
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From reader reviews:

Gloria Eller:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Key
Concepts in Measurement (Pocket Guide to Social Work Research Methods)? Maybe it is to get best activity
for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Rebecca Walton:

This book untitled Key Concepts in Measurement (Pocket Guide to Social Work Research Methods) to be
one of several books that will best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a
lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Joshua Cameron:

This Key Concepts in Measurement (Pocket Guide to Social Work Research Methods) is great book for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to
make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can
state no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Key Concepts in Measurement (Pocket Guide to Social Work Research Methods) in your
hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-
book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

Norman Ross:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Key Concepts in Measurement (Pocket Guide to
Social Work Research Methods) was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Key Concepts in Measurement (Pocket Guide to Social Work Research Methods) has many kinds or variety.
Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun
and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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