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H. L. Mencken declared that “the opera is to music what a bawdy house is to a cathedral.” It was not meant
as a compliment, but to William Murray, former New Yorker staff writer and aspiring opera singer, a bawdy
house is an apt metaphor for the opera: a place of confusion, high and low drama, fleshly pleasures and
raucous song.

In Fortissimo, Murray follows twelve young singers in the Lyric Opera of Chicago’s training program, the
prestigious Opera Center for American Artists, through the 2003–2004 season. In the course of the year,
these singers attend countless coaching sessions, inspiring master classes, nerve-racking auditions and
grueling rehearsals—and finally perform with some of the most celebrated names (and spectacular egos) in
opera, from Samuel Ramey to José Cura and Natalie Dessay. While chronicling their progress, Murray offers
an insider’s look at the different aspects of the opera world that influence a young singer’s success, a world
filled with temperamental maestros, ambitious directors, old-world tradition and sacred monsters.

Weaving recollections of his own days training in New York, Rome and Milan in the 1950s with the
personal and artistic struggles of the young singers in Chicago today, Murray lays bare the staggering
ambition and relentless will required to achieve a career in the arts. As he writes, “Becoming a successful
opera singer—stepping out on a huge stage to try to fill the house with your voice, to bring an audience of
thirty-six hundred people to its feet—is as risky in its own peculiar way as embarking on a career as a
matador. You can triumph, you can struggle to survive or you can perish from your wounds.” Fortissimo is a
delicious tale of rising talents, angst and heartache and small triumphs, and the music that inspires it all.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Simpson:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Fortissimo: Backstage at the Opera with Sacred
Monsters and Young Singers. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important a book Fortissimo: Backstage at the Opera with Sacred Monsters and Young Singers.
You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's examine.

Rosa Crowe:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Fortissimo:
Backstage at the Opera with Sacred Monsters and Young Singers suitable to you? The particular book was
written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled Fortissimo: Backstage at the Opera with Sacred
Monsters and Young Singersis one of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was
inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that
you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world
now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Effie Morris:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Fortissimo: Backstage at the Opera with
Sacred Monsters and Young Singers can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one
book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend
doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us
have Fortissimo: Backstage at the Opera with Sacred Monsters and Young Singers.

Nicole Norris:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
the book Fortissimo: Backstage at the Opera with Sacred Monsters and Young Singers we can take more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Only choose
the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book Fortissimo:



Backstage at the Opera with Sacred Monsters and Young Singers. You can more inviting than now.
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