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"There is real hope for a culture that makes it as easy to buy a book as it does a pack of cigarettes."—a civic
leader quoted in a New American Library ad (1951)

American Pulp tells the story of the midcentury golden age of pulp paperbacks and how they brought
modernism to Main Street, democratized literature and ideas, spurred social mobility, and helped readers
fashion new identities. Drawing on extensive original research, Paula Rabinowitz unearths the far-reaching
political, social, and aesthetic impact of the pulps between the late 1930s and early 1960s.

Published in vast numbers of titles, available everywhere, and sometimes selling in the millions, pulps were
throwaway objects accessible to anyone with a quarter. Conventionally associated with romance, crime, and
science fiction, the pulps in fact came in every genre and subject. American Pulp tells how these books
ingeniously repackaged highbrow fiction and nonfiction for a mass audience, drawing in readers of every
kind with promises of entertainment, enlightenment, and titillation. Focusing on important episodes in pulp
history, Rabinowitz looks at the wide-ranging effects of free paperbacks distributed to World War II
servicemen and women; how pulps prompted important censorship and First Amendment cases; how some
gay women read pulp lesbian novels as how-to-dress manuals; the unlikely appearance in pulp science
fiction of early representations of the Holocaust; how writers and artists appropriated pulp as a literary and
visual style; and much more. Examining their often-lurid packaging as well as their content, American Pulp
is richly illustrated with reproductions of dozens of pulp paperback covers, many in color.

A fascinating cultural history, American Pulp will change the way we look at these ephemeral yet enduringly
intriguing books.

Some images inside the book are unavailable due to digital copyright restrictions.
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From reader reviews:

Kyle Raya:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled American Pulp: How Paperbacks Brought Modernism to Main
Street. Try to make the book American Pulp: How Paperbacks Brought Modernism to Main Street as your
friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and beside that of course make
you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to
knowledge with this book.

Bernard Taylor:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love American Pulp: How Paperbacks
Brought Modernism to Main Street, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it,
oh come on its called reading friends.

Nicholas Thiede:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The American Pulp:
How Paperbacks Brought Modernism to Main Street provide you with a new experience in looking at a
book.

Amy Smith:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book American Pulp: How Paperbacks Brought
Modernism to Main Street was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book American
Pulp: How Paperbacks Brought Modernism to Main Street has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character
on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill
out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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