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"A sophisticated and sensitive text on domestic service in Turkey that singles itself out by a powerful
account of the micro-sociology of power. It engages the reader in much broader debates about the mutual
relations of class and gender, the role of patriarchal controls in shaping informal female labor markets and
the management of status differentials by women in their daily lives. An important scholarly contribution
written in a lucid and accessible style."

--Deniz Kandiyoti, School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London

Untidy Gender takes readers into the interconnected worlds of Turkish maids and the women who employ
them, tracing the incorporation of rural migrant women into the interiors of the domestic spheres of the urban
middle-classes. Firmly grounded in data collected through a representative survey of 160 domestic workers,
in-depth interviews, and participant observation in the kinship-based communities of domestic workers, this
book forges a new understanding of the complex interaction between gender and class subordination.

Ozyegin traces the lives of two kinds of workers; those from the squatter settlements who work in a number
of locations, and those who live with husbands employed as "doorkeepers" or building superintendents in the
basements of middle-class apartment buildings. In a literal "upstairs, downstairs" arrangement, the latter
women sometimes take on apartment cleaning for clients in the building.

At the center of the book are a number of ironies about patriarchy. On the surface, husbands have absolute
control over whether or not their wives work, but some women work in secret, and those "doorkeeper"
husbands who allow their wives to work often provide child care themselves. Ironically, the very constraints
on the spatial and social mobility of the women creates a labor market in which domestic workers' labor is
expensive and not readily forthcoming, which, in turn, gives them a degree of power in negotiating their
relationship with their middle-class employers.



Untidy Gender offers insights not only into the gender and class dynamics of Turkish society, but contributes
to the refinement of central terms of feminist scholarship and research on work in the informal sector, cross-
class relations between women, gender and class inequality, and women's experiences of modernity and
urbanization. The author ends with a personal account of her own difficulties with the class tensions of the
maid-employer relationship.

"Untidy Gender makes contributions to a large number of debates in several social science fields and sub-
fields. And it does so on an extraordinarily sound methodological base: Ozyegin was able to construct a
random sample for her 'women in the basement.' This is the gold standard of research, and may be unique in
the research annals of studies of domestic workers."

--Rae Lesser Blumberg, William R. Kenan, Jr. Professor of Sociology, University of Virginia

"This original book sheds new light on the dynamics of modernity and newly constituted urban identities.
Through a careful ethnographic study of paid domestic work, Ozyegin illuminates the varied ways in which
relations of class and gender inequalities are shaped and maintained. American audiences interested in rural-
urban migrants, in intersectionalities of race, class, and gender, and in identities, power, and resistance in the
workplace will find some of the most compelling ethnography and many valuable theoretical nuggets in this
book."

--Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo, Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Southern
California

"Ozyegin presents a cutting-edge analysis of the complexities of modernization by focusing on gender
relations. While avoiding numerous rhetorical traps around questions of 'difference' Ozyegin seamlessly
weaves together a thoughtfully articulated theory with a meticulous empirical analysis of patriarchal and
class relations...
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From reader reviews:

Rina Reese:

The book Untidy Gender: Domestic Service in Turkey (Women In The Political Economy) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a
very important thing like a book Untidy Gender: Domestic Service in Turkey (Women In The Political
Economy)? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many
details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that
you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Untidy Gender: Domestic
Service in Turkey (Women In The Political Economy) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and
large function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Jessie Taylor:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Untidy Gender: Domestic
Service in Turkey (Women In The Political Economy) book since this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already
know.

Eric Baur:

This Untidy Gender: Domestic Service in Turkey (Women In The Political Economy) is great e-book for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can claim no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having Untidy Gender: Domestic Service in Turkey (Women In The Political Economy) in your hand like
obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you
world in ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr.
and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Rick Fountain:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
you know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. Many



kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Untidy Gender: Domestic
Service in Turkey (Women In The Political Economy).
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