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In this groundbreaking comparative study, Matthew Bagger investigates the role of paradox in Western and
Asian religious discourse. Drawing on both philosophy and social scientific theory, he offers a naturalistic
explanation of religion's oft-noted propensity to sublime paradox and argues that religious thinkers employ
intractable paradoxes as the basis for various techniques of self-transformation.

Considering the writings of Kierkegaard, Pseudo-Dionysus, St. John of the Cross, N?g?rjuna, and Chuang-
tzu, among others, Bagger identifies two religious uses of paradox: cognitive asceticism, which wields the
psychological discomfort of paradox as an instrument of self-transformation, and mysticism, which seeks to
transform the self through an alleged extraordinary cognition that ineffably comprehends paradox. Bagger
contrasts these techniques of self-transformation with skepticism, which cultivates the appearance of
contradiction in order to divest a person of beliefs altogether.

Bagger further contends that a thinker's social attitudes determine his or her response to paradox. Attitudes
concerning crossing the boundary of a social group prefigure attitudes concerning supposed truths that lie
beyond the boundaries of understanding. Individuals who fear crossing the boundary of their social group
and would prohibit them tend to use paradox ascetically, while individuals who find the controlled
incorporation of outsiders enriching commonly find paradox revelatory.

Although scholars have long noted that religious discourse seems to cultivate and perpetuate paradox, their
scholarship tends to ratify religious attitudes toward paradox instead of explaining the unusual reaction
paradox provokes. A vital contribution to discussions of mystical experience, The Uses of Paradox reveals
how much this experience relies on social attitudes and cosmological speculation.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Spencer:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is
this The Uses of Paradox: Religion, Self-Transformation, and the Absurd.

Mattie Peters:

The book with title The Uses of Paradox: Religion, Self-Transformation, and the Absurd posesses a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new
era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Karl Irwin:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Uses of Paradox: Religion, Self-Transformation, and the Absurd the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
just about every word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get previous to. The The Uses of Paradox: Religion, Self-Transformation, and the Absurd
giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your
better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are
going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Frank Arnett:

This The Uses of Paradox: Religion, Self-Transformation, and the Absurd is fresh way for you who has
interest to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you
upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Uses
of Paradox: Religion, Self-Transformation, and the Absurd can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form
that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in



book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the
item! Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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