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2009 marked the 300th anniversary of the rescue of Alexander Selkirk, the Fife mariner who became the
inspiration for Daniel Defoe's "Robinson Crusoe". The story is told not only by the author but also through
the words of those who knew Selkirk with three colourful contemporary accounts of Selkirk's island
experiences on Juan Fernandez - two by the sailors who rescued him from the island, 300 miles off the coast
of Chile (Capt Edward Cooke and Capt Woodes Rogers) and one by Sir Richard Steele, who talked with
Selkirk after his homecoming. Selkirk had spent four and a half years on the island. Wilson also delves into
Defoe's construction of Crusoe from Selkirk's experiences and his youth in Fife. He also covers the dramatic
circumstances of his abandonment on the island when he asked to be stranded rather than risk drowning in
the unseaworthy Cinque Ports.Selkirk was right, the ship sank and the crew perished. Having been adopted
as master of the ship that rescued him, Selkirk got his privateering career immediately back on track and,
thanks to the success of this expedition, became a rich man. When he returned as such to Lower Largo -
entering the church in all his new finery - his family and the common people almost fell at his feet. But this
triumphant moment did not last. He became bored and nostalgic for his island (often sitting at a point
overlooking the Forth to try to conjure it up) and, after starting a relationship with a local girl, he - and she -
went back down to London.The story does not have a particularly happy ending. While his Fife lass felt
uncomfortable in London society, Selkirk abandoned her in two ways - he took another woman as a wife and
went off to sea again, as lieutenant aboard HMS Weymouth. While the ship was sailing off the west coast of
Africa in 1723, it was struck by yellow fever and Alexander Selkirk was among the many crew members
who died. He was aged 47 and the 'new' woman finally won the long and ugly tussle over his remaining
fortune.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Dixon:

The book The Man Who Was Robinson Crusoe give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You
can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book The Man Who Was
Robinson Crusoe to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a reserve The
Man Who Was Robinson Crusoe. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia
or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Eldon Hall:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This The Man Who Was Robinson Crusoe book is readable by simply you who
hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving The Man
Who Was Robinson Crusoe content conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking
The Man Who Was Robinson Crusoe is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Joseph Fulkerson:

This The Man Who Was Robinson Crusoe usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful
person, why. The reason of this The Man Who Was Robinson Crusoe can be among the great books you
must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that
probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Man Who
Was Robinson Crusoe forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving
you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Ronald Folk:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day long to
reading a book. The book The Man Who Was Robinson Crusoe it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.
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