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Sounding the Color Line explores how competing understandings of the U.S. South in the first decades of the
twentieth century have led us to experience musical forms, sounds, and genres in racialized contexts. Yet,
though we may speak of white or black music, rock or rap, sounds constantly leak through such barriers. A
critical disjuncture exists, then, between actual interracial musical and cultural forms on the one hand and
racialized structures of feeling on the other. This is nowhere more apparent than in the South.

Like Jim Crow segregation, the separation of musical forms along racial lines has required enormous energy
to maintain. How, asks Nunn, did the protocols structuring listeners’ racial associations arise? How have
they evolved and been maintained in the face of repeated transgressions of the musical color line?
Considering the South as the imagined ground where conflicts of racial and national identities are staged, this
book looks at developing ideas concerning folk song and racial and cultural nationalism alongside the
competing and sometimes contradictory workings of an emerging culture industry.

Drawing on a diverse archive of musical recordings, critical artifacts, and literary texts, Nunn reveals how
the musical color line has not only been established and maintained but also repeatedly crossed, fractured,
and reformed. This push and pull—between segregationist cultural logics and music’s disrespect of racially
defined boundaries—is an animating force in twentieth-century American popular culture.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Arnold:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Sounding the Color Line: Music and Race in the
Southern Imagination (The New Southern Studies) will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading a new book
make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book
or appropriate book with you?

Robert Heck:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Sounding the
Color Line: Music and Race in the Southern Imagination (The New Southern Studies) suitable to you?
Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled Sounding the
Color Line: Music and Race in the Southern Imagination (The New Southern Studies)is the main of several
books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read
this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their thought
in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book will give
you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in
this particular book.

William Prentice:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Sounding the Color Line: Music and Race in the
Southern Imagination (The New Southern Studies) can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not
a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Harold Felix:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Sounding the Color Line: Music and Race in the
Southern Imagination (The New Southern Studies) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your
personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to
make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be
initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Sounding the
Color Line: Music and Race in the Southern Imagination (The New Southern Studies) can to be your brand-
new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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