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Should immigrants have to pass a literacy test in order to enter the United States? Progressive-Era Americans
debated this question for more than twenty years, and by the time the literacy test becamelaw in 1917, the
debate had transformed the way Americans understood immigration, and created the logic that shaped
immigration restriction policies throughout the twentieth century. Jeanne Petit argues that the literacy test
debate was about much more than reading ability or the virtues of education. It also tapped into broader
concerns about the relationship between gender, sexuality, race, and American national identity. The
congressmen, reformers, journalists, and pundits who supported the literacy test hoped to stem the tide of
southern and eastern European immigration. To make their case, these restrictionists portrayed illiterate
immigrant men as dissipated, dependent paupers, immigrant women as brood mares who bore too many
children, and both as a eugenic threat to the nation's racial stock. Opponents of the literacy test argued that
the new immigrants were muscular, virile workers and nurturing, virtuous mothers who would strengthen the
race and nation. Moreover, the debaters did not simply battle about what social reformer Grace Abbott called
"the sort of men and women we want." They also defined as normative the men and women they were --
unquestionably white, unquestionably American, and unquestionably fit to shape the nation's future. Jeanne
D. Petit is Associate Professor of History at Hope College.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Patrick:

The book Men and Women We Want: Gender, Race, and the Progressive Era Literacy Test Debate (Gender
and Race in American History) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to
make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book Men and Women We Want: Gender, Race, and
the Progressive Era Literacy Test Debate (Gender and Race in American History) being your habit, you can
get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Men and Women We Want:
Gender, Race, and the Progressive Era Literacy Test Debate (Gender and Race in American History). Kinds
of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think
about this guide?

Donald Davisson:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question simply because
just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this Men and Women We Want: Gender, Race, and
the Progressive Era Literacy Test Debate (Gender and Race in American History) to read.

Norma Dickerson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a person is you
don't know what type you should start with. This Men and Women We Want: Gender, Race, and the
Progressive Era Literacy Test Debate (Gender and Race in American History) is our recommendation to
make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Lillie Corley:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
you is Men and Women We Want: Gender, Race, and the Progressive Era Literacy Test Debate (Gender and
Race in American History) this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This



kind of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of
to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why
this book acceptable all of you.
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