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In Like Cattle and Horses Steve Smith connects the rise of Chinese nationalism to the growth of a Chinese
working class. Moving from the late nineteenth century, when foreign companies first set up factories on
Chinese soil, to 1927, when the labor movement created by the Chinese Communist Party was crushed by
Chiang Kai-shek, Smith uses a host of documents—journalistic accounts of strikes, memoirs by former
activists, police records—to argue that a nationalist movement fueled by the effects of foreign imperialism
had a far greater hold on working-class identity than did class consciousness.
While the massive wave of labor protest in the 1920s was principally an expression of militant nationalism
rather than of class consciousness, Smith argues, elements of a precarious class identity were in turn forged
by the very discourse of nationalism. By linking work-related demands to the defense of the nation, anti-
imperialist nationalism legitimized participation in strikes and sensitized workers to the fact that they were
worthy of better treatment as Chinese citizens. Smith shows how the workers’ refusal to be treated “like
cattle and horses” (a phrase frequently used by workers to describe their condition) came from a new but
powerfully felt sense of dignity. In short, nationalism enabled workers to interpret the anger they felt at their
unjust treatment in the workplace in political terms and to create a link between their position as workers and
their position as members of an oppressed nation. By focusing on the role of the working class, Like Cattle
and Horses is one of very few studies that examines nationalism “from below,” acknowledging the powerful
agency of nonelite forces in promoting national identity.
Like Cattle and Horses will interest historians of labor, modern China, and nationalism, as well as those
engaged in the study of revolutions and revolt.
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From reader reviews:

Colleen Harman:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yes,
by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is high. For yourself
who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Like Cattle and Horses: Nationalism
and Labor in Shanghai, 1895-1927 (Comparative and International Working-Class History) book as
beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Magdalena McKinney:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Like Cattle and Horses: Nationalism and
Labor in Shanghai, 1895-1927 (Comparative and International Working-Class History) book because this
book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Curt Stewart:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Like Cattle and Horses:
Nationalism and Labor in Shanghai, 1895-1927 (Comparative and International Working-Class History) that
give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over
the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react towards
the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit,
you can pick Like Cattle and Horses: Nationalism and Labor in Shanghai, 1895-1927 (Comparative and
International Working-Class History) become your own personal starter.

Joseph Langley:

Beside that Like Cattle and Horses: Nationalism and Labor in Shanghai, 1895-1927 (Comparative and
International Working-Class History) in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so
don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Like
Cattle and Horses: Nationalism and Labor in Shanghai, 1895-1927 (Comparative and International Working-
Class History) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you



seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand.
The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss the idea? Find this book and read it from now!
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