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A bold and provocative study that presents language not as an innate component of the brain—as most
linguists do—but as an essential tool unique to each culture worldwide.
 
For years, the prevailing opinion among academics has been that language is embedded in our genes,
existing as an innate and instinctual part of us. But linguist Daniel Everett argues that, like other tools,
language was invented by humans and can be reinvented or lost. He shows how the evolution of different
language forms—that is, different grammar—reflects how language is influenced by human societies and
experiences, and how it expresses their great variety.
 
For example, the Amazonian Pirahã put words together in ways that violate our long-held under-standing of
how language works, and Pirahã grammar expresses complex ideas very differently than English grammar
does. Drawing on the Wari’ language of Brazil, Everett explains that speakers of all languages, in
constructing their stories, omit things that all members of the culture understand. In addition, Everett
discusses how some cultures can get by without words for numbers or counting, without verbs for “to say” or
“to give,” illustrating how the very nature of what’s important in a language is culturally determined.
 
Combining anthropology, primatology, computer science, philosophy, linguistics, psychology, and his own
pioneering—and adventurous—research with the Amazonian Pirahã, and using insights from many different
languages and cultures, Everett gives us an unprecedented elucidation of this society-defined nature of
language. In doing so, he also gives us a new understanding of how we think and who we are.
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From reader reviews:

Gina Melton:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Language: The Cultural Tool, it is possible to
enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can
occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Mindy Simmons:

The book untitled Language: The Cultural Tool contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains
her idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do definitely not
worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author will take you in
the new age of literary works. You can read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or
gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.

Thelma Martin:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is referred
to as of book Language: The Cultural Tool. You can include your knowledge by it. Without departing the
printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you
must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Luther Keller:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Language: The Cultural Tool we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your
aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book Language: The Cultural Tool. You can more
pleasing than now.
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