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Ancient Greek culture is pervaded by a profound ambivalence regarding female beauty. It is an awe-
inspiring, supremely desirable gift from the gods, essential to the perpetuation of a man's name through
reproduction; yet it also grants women terrifying power over men, posing a threat inseparable from its allure.
The myth of Helen is the central site in which the ancient Greeks expressed and reworked their culture's
anxieties about erotic desire. Despite the passage of three millennia, contemporary culture remains almost
obsessively preoccupied with all the power and danger of female beauty and sexuality that Helen still
represents. Yet Helen, the embodiment of these concerns for our purported cultural ancestors, has been little
studied from this perspective. Such issues are also central to contemporary feminist thought.

Helen of Troy engages with the ancient origins of the persistent anxiety about female beauty, focusing on this
key figure from ancient Greek culture in a way that both extends our understanding of that culture and
provides a useful perspective for reconsidering aspects of our own. Moving from Homer and Hesiod to
Sappho, Aeschylus, and Euripides, Ruby Blondell offers a fresh examination of the paradoxes and
ambiguities that Helen embodies. In addition to literary sources, Blondell considers the archaeological
record, which contains evidence of Helen's role as a cult figure, worshipped by maidens and newlyweds. The
result is a compelling new interpretation of this alluring figure.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Ford:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Helen of Troy: Beauty, Myth, Devastation.

Brandon Macdonald:

Here thing why this particular Helen of Troy: Beauty, Myth, Devastation are different and reliable to be
yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content than it which is the content is as
yummy as food or not. Helen of Troy: Beauty, Myth, Devastation giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar with Helen of Troy:
Beauty, Myth, Devastation. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing
that will happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere
like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the
branded book maybe the form of Helen of Troy: Beauty, Myth, Devastation in e-book can be your substitute.

Rachel Kaufman:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Helen of Troy: Beauty, Myth,
Devastation that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all
over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then how they react
when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman
but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Helen of Troy: Beauty, Myth, Devastation become your
current starter.

Micheal Goggin:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a book you
can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, because book has a
lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have read.
In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want to entertain
yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The Helen of Troy: Beauty,
Myth, Devastation will give you new experience in reading through a book.
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