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“Remarkably,” writes Ted Atkinson, “during a period roughly corresponding to the Great Depression,
Faulkner wrote the novels and stories most often read, taught, and examined by scholars.” This is the first
comprehensive study to consider his most acclaimed works in the context of those hard times.

Atkinson sees Faulkner’s Depression-era novels and stories as an ideological battleground--in much the same
way that 1930s America was. With their contrapuntal narratives that present alternative accounts of the same
events, these works order multiple perspectives under the design of narrative unity. Thus, Faulkner’s ongoing
engagement with cultural politics gives aesthetic expression to a fundamental ideological challenge of
Depression-era America: how to shape what FDR called a “new order of things” out of such conflicting
voices as the radical left, the Popular Front, and the Southern Agrarians.

Focusing on aesthetic decadence in Mosquitoes and dispossession in The Sound and the Fury, Atkinson
shows how Faulkner anticipated and mediated emergent sociocultural forces of the late 1920s and early
1930s. In Sanctuary; Light in August; Absalom, Absalom!; and “Dry September,” Faulkner explores social
upheaval (in the form of lynching and mob violence), fascism, and the appeal of strong leadership during
troubled times. As I Lay Dying, The Hamlet, “Barn Burning,” and “The Tall Men” reveal his “ambivalent
agrarianism”--his sympathy for, yet anxiety about, the legions of poor and landless farmers and
sharecroppers. In The Unvanquished, Faulkner views Depression concerns through the historical lens of the
Civil War, highlighting the forces of destruction and reconstruction common to both events.

Faulkner is no proletarian writer, says Atkinson. However, the dearth of overt references to the Depression in
his work is not a sign that Faulkner was out of touch with the times or consumed with aesthetics to the point
of ignoring social reality. Through his comprehensive social vision and his connections to the rural South,
Hollywood, and New York, Faulkner offers readers remarkable new insight into Depression concerns.
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From reader reviews:

Joanne Hall:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Faulkner
And the Great Depression: Aesthetics, Ideology, And Cultural Politics. All type of book are you able to see
on many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Thomas Carroll:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want feel happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Faulkner
And the Great Depression: Aesthetics, Ideology, And Cultural Politics is kind of publication which is giving
the reader unforeseen experience.

Susan Munoz:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Faulkner And the
Great Depression: Aesthetics, Ideology, And Cultural Politics suitable to you? The book was written by
famous writer in this era. The book untitled Faulkner And the Great Depression: Aesthetics, Ideology, And
Cultural Politicsis a single of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a
lot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know
before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend
the core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help
you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Harold Smith:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Faulkner And the Great Depression:
Aesthetics, Ideology, And Cultural Politics can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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