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The Passion of Meter is the first extended critical study of Wordsworth's metrical theory and his practice in
the art of versification. Until now, relatively little attention has been paid to the relationship between
Wordsworth's attempt to incorporate into his poetry the language of "common life" and the highly complex
and decidedly conventional metrical forms in which he presents this language. O'Donnell provides a detailed
treatment of what Wordsworth calls the "innumerable minutiae" that the art of the poet depends upon and of
the broader vision to which those minutiae contribute. Beginning with a reassessment of Wordsworth's
frequently misrepresented prose comments about meter, O'Donnell argues that these comments-considered in
light of Wordsworth's practice and within their 18th-century context are more unorthodox and challenging
than previously thought. In emphasizing the physical body of the poem as the site of a dynamic tension
between conflicting passions - "the passion of sense" and "the passion of meter "Wordsworth places issues of
metrical form and versification in the foreground of his theory of poetry. The core of this book is dedicated
to a close examination of the elements of Wordsworth's craft. It sets forth in detail the rules and conventions
that govern the poet's habits of metrical composition, identifying the idiosyncrasies that distinguish his
practice from those of his predecessors and contemporaries. It also offers a close reading of a substantial
body of Wordsworth's poetry, with careful attention paid to complex relationships between the minutiae of
its sensuous forms (metrical form, rhythm, rhyme, assonance, alliteration) and larger thematic, aesthetic, and
sophic concerns. As a departure from much contemporary criticism that tends to treat poetry solely as text,
The Passion of Meter demonstrates the benefits of studying the details of versecraft. O'Donnell sizes the
importance of hearing Wordsworth's poems as sonic performances in time as well as seeing them on the
page.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Schulz:

Here thing why this The Passion of Meter: A Study of Wordsworth?s Metrical Art are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Passion of Meter: A Study of Wordsworth?s
Metrical Art giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there
is no e-book that similar with The Passion of Meter: A Study of Wordsworth?s Metrical Art. It gives you
thrill examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world
which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in area, café, or even
in your method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the
form of The Passion of Meter: A Study of Wordsworth?s Metrical Art in e-book can be your substitute.

Jeanne Pratt:

The e-book untitled The Passion of Meter: A Study of Wordsworth?s Metrical Art is the reserve that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The
language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article
author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Passion of Meter: A Study of
Wordsworth?s Metrical Art from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

India Oakley:

Beside this The Passion of Meter: A Study of Wordsworth?s Metrical Art in your phone, it may give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got
here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is
good thing to have The Passion of Meter: A Study of Wordsworth?s Metrical Art because this book offers
for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's all about.
Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here
cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find
this book as well as read it from today!

Irving Tarkington:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This book The Passion of Meter: A Study of Wordsworth?s Metrical Art was filled about
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel
enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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