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Michael Meranze uses Philadelphia as a case study to analyze the relationship between penal reform and
liberalism in early America. In Laboratories of Virtue, he interprets the evolving system of criminal
punishment as a microcosm of social tensions that characterized the early American republic. Engaging
recent work on the history of punishment in England and continental Europe, Meranze traces criminal
punishment from the late colonial system of publicly inflicted corporal penalties to the establishment of
penitentiaries in the Jacksonian period. Throughout, he reveals a world of class difference and contested
values in which those who did not fit the emerging bourgeois ethos were disciplined and eventually
segregated.

By focusing attention on the system of public penal labor that developed in the 1780s, Meranze effectively
links penal reform to the development of republican principles in the Revolutionary era. His study, richly
informed by Foucaultian and Freudian theory, departs from recent scholarship that treats penal reform as a
nostalgic effort to reestablish social stability. Instead, Meranze interprets the reform of punishment as a
forward-looking project. He argues that the new disciplinary practices arose from the reformers' struggle to
contain or eliminate contradictions to their vision of an enlightened, liberal republic.
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From reader reviews:

Dana Hanley:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Laboratories of Virtue: Punishment, Revolution, and Authority
in Philadelphia, 1760-1835 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture,
Williamsburg, Virginia).

Robert Spann:

The particular book Laboratories of Virtue: Punishment, Revolution, and Authority in Philadelphia, 1760-
1835 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg,
Virginia) has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by
the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very
easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

William Ward:

The reason? Because this Laboratories of Virtue: Punishment, Revolution, and Authority in Philadelphia,
1760-1835 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg,
Virginia) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress
you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in
such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret
it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I
will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Ana Smith:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real their
pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach



Chinese's country. Therefore , this Laboratories of Virtue: Punishment, Revolution, and Authority in
Philadelphia, 1760-1835 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture,
Williamsburg, Virginia) can make you feel more interested to read.
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