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Rebecca Janowitz's portrait of Hyde Park-the Chicago South Side neighborhood long noted for its
progressive politics-offers an expert, insider's social and political perspective on this intriguing community
that in many ways nurtured Barack Obama's political career and made possible his run for the presidency.
Sixty years ago-due to a major community grassroots organizing effort, followed by a publicly funded urban
renewal program-the Hyde Park-Kenwood area of Chicago emerged as a diverse, politically confident
community in a key lakefront location within a city noted for its segregated neighborhoods, cultivating a rich
and congenial cultural tradition. Before achieving racial balance, Hyde Park had become a center of
progressive politics dating from the late nineteenth century. Scholarly reformers-many from the University
of Chicago, by then a part of the community-as well as clergy, women, and blacks had sought more influence
in the city from a base in Hyde Park. The neighborhood offered a political alternative for people throughout
Chicago who were dissatisfied with the city's corrupt patronage politics. Hyde Park was ready for Barack
Obama as a political contender before he was ready to assume that role. As early as the 1960s, Hyde Park
reformers were looking for strong black leaders to serve a progressive white constituency as well as the black
community. The willingness of Hyde Parkers, especially progressive Jews, to rally behind Harold
Washington helped him become Chicago's first black mayor and a mayor committed to reform. In the course
of Obama's rise to power, Hyde Park proved its usefulness again as a sounding board, support system, and
launching pad for political change. Culture of Opportunity will introduce you to one of the most distinctive
and unusual neighborhoods in the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Jose York:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Culture of Opportunity: Obama's
Chicago book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Warner Samuels:

The particular book Culture of Opportunity: Obama's Chicago has a lot of information on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. The
author makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after reading this article book.

Terrance Oneal:

This Culture of Opportunity: Obama's Chicago is great book for you because the content that is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you
straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Culture of
Opportunity: Obama's Chicago in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous
one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this book already
do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Vickie Duke:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Culture of Opportunity: Obama's Chicago can be
the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time
by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the
others?
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