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Ben-Hur: A Tale of the Christ is a novel by Lew Wallace published on November 12, 1880 by Harper &
Brothers. Considered "the most influential Christian book of the nineteenth century", it was the best-selling
American novel from the time of its publication, superseding Harriet Beecher Stowe's Uncle Tom's Cabin
(1852). It remained at the top until the publication of Margaret Mitchell's Gone with the Wind (1936).
Following release of the 1959 MGM film adaptation of Ben-Hur, which was seen by tens of millions and
won 11 Academy Awards in 1960, book sales surpassed Gone with the Wind. Blessed by Pope Leo XIII, the
novel was the first work of fiction to be so honored.
The story recounts the adventures of Judah Ben-Hur, a Jewish prince and merchant in Jerusalem at the
beginning of the 1st century. Judah's childhood friend Messala returns home as an ambitious commanding
officer of the Roman legions. They come to realize that they have changed and hold very different views and
aspirations. During a military parade, a tile falls from the roof of Judah's house and barely misses the Roman
governor. Although Messala knows that they are not guilty, he condemns the Ben-Hur family. Without trial,
Judah is sent to the Roman galleys for life; his mother and sister are imprisoned in a cell previously used for
lepers and all the family property is confiscated.
Through good fortune, befriending and saving the commander of his ship, Judah survives and is trained as a
soldier. He returns to Jerusalem, where he seeks revenge against his one-time friend and redemption for his
family. Running in parallel with Ben-Hur's narrative is the unfolding story of Jesus, who comes from the
same region and is a similar age. The two reflect themes of betrayal, conviction and redemption. With the
Crucifixion, Ben-Hur recognizes that the Christ stands for a different goal than revenge, and he becomes
Christian, turning to supporting the new religion with money which he has inherited, inspired by love and the
talk of keys to a greater kingdom than any on earth.
The name "Ben Hur" derives from the Hebrew for "Son of white linen".
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From reader reviews:

Carl Yeates:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Ben-Hur book as beginner
and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

David Barr:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Ben-Hur that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can
be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they react in the direction
of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to
pick Ben-Hur become your own starter.

Karena Figueroa:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is Ben-Hur this guide consist a lot of the information with the condition
of this world now. This specific book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words
styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he
makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.

Robert Auclair:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Ben-Hur can give you a lot of friends because by you
checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person.
This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps
your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate?
Let us have Ben-Hur.
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