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Hamid Naficy is one of the world’s leading authorities on Iranian film, and A Social History of Iranian
Cinema is his magnum opus. Covering the late nineteenth century to the early twenty-first and addressing
documentaries, popular genres, and art films, it explains Iran’s peculiar cinematic production modes, as well
as the role of cinema and media in shaping modernity and a modern national identity in Iran. This
comprehensive social history unfolds across four volumes, each of which can be appreciated on its own.

Volume 2 spans the period of Mohammad Reza Shah’s rule, from 1941 until 1978. During this time Iranian
cinema flourished and became industrialized, at its height producing more than ninety films each year. The
state was instrumental in building the infrastructures of the cinema and television industries, and it instituted
a vast apparatus of censorship and patronage. During the Second World War the Allied powers competed to
control the movies shown in Iran. In the following decades, two distinct indigenous cinemas emerged. The
more popular, traditional, and commercial filmfarsi movies included tough-guy films and the “stewpot”
genre of melodrama, with plots reflecting the rapid changes in Iranian society. The new-wave cinema was a
smaller but more influential cinema of dissent, made mostly by foreign-trained filmmakers and modernist
writers opposed to the regime. Ironically, the state both funded and censored much of the new-wave cinema,
which grew bolder in its criticism as state authoritarianism consolidated. A vital documentary cinema also
developed in the prerevolutionary era.

A Social History of Iranian Cinema
Volume 1: The Artisanal Era, 1897–1941
Volume 2: The Industrializing Years, 1941–1978
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From reader reviews:

Joann Hamilton:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take A Social History of Iranian Cinema, Volume 2: The
Industrializing Years, 1941-1978 (Social History of Iranian Cinema (Paperback)) as your daily resource
information.

Doris Stanford:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is A Social History of Iranian Cinema, Volume 2: The Industrializing Years,
1941-1978 (Social History of Iranian Cinema (Paperback)) this publication consist a lot of the information
from the condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when he
makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.

Terri Mitchell:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching
from it. It is called of book A Social History of Iranian Cinema, Volume 2: The Industrializing Years, 1941-
1978 (Social History of Iranian Cinema (Paperback)). You can add your knowledge by it. Without causing
the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you
must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Susan Belcher:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And
you also know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by
book. Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is A Social History
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